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ABOUT THE CX3I\/ER 

Manila was a vital entrepot in 
the 16th century that connected 
China and the rest of Asia to the 
Americas and Europe, through the 
galleon trade. Manilas Parian was 
thus recognized as the Americas 
first Chinatown. 
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Jemina ReyesiThe Unfolding 

Ricco Renzo Gallery 
Suite 206, LRI Design Plaza 
Nicanor Garcia St., Makati City 
!^until Oct. 25 ®898-2545 

Born of the Moon 

Altro Mondo at the Picasso 
3FThe Picasso Boutique Serviced 
Residences, 119 L.R Leviste St. 
Salcedo Village, Makati City 
^until Nov. 2 

Mars Ravelo Reinterpreted 

Cultural Center of the Philippines 
Roxas Blvd. cor. Pablo Ocampo Sr. St. 
CCP Complex, Pasay City 
^until Nov. 13 ®832-1125 

^ccp.exhibits@gmail.com 

Kasibulan’s Ebarotika! 

Sining Kamalig Art Gallery 
Ali Mall 

Gen. McArthur cor.Times Square Aves. 
Araneta Center, Cubao, Quezon City 
!^until Nov. 23 ®912-3771 

^art@worldexperience.ph 

Eduardo Castrillo @ 50: 

Moving the Legacy Forward 

Yuchengco Museum 

RCBC Plaza cor. Ayala and Gil Puyat 

Aves., Makati City 

^until Nov. 24 ®889-1234 

^info@yuchengcomuseum.org 

@Ayala Museum 

Makati Avenue cor. De La Rosa St. 
Greenbelt Park, Makati City 
®759-8288 local 25 

•Heart to HeART with Kenneth 
Cobonpue ^until Oct. 22 
• MetamorphosisiThe 49th Shell 
National Students Art Competition 

^until Oct. 30 

^education@ayalamuseum.org 

•Doble Mirada: Madrid - Manila 

^Nov. 5-Dec. 4 

^asklibrarian@filipinaslibrary.org.ph 

Mexican Modernity: 20th Century 
Paintings from the Zapanta 
Mexican Art Collection 

Yuchengco Museum 
RCBC Plaza, corner Ayala and Gil 
Puyat Ave., Makati City 
^until Nov. 24 

^info@yuchengcomuseum.org 

@Ateneo Art Gallery 

Rizal Library Special Collections Bldg. 
Ateneo de Manila University 
Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights 
Quezon City 

•Ateneo Art Awards 2016 Exhibition 

^until Dec. 3 

•Figuring Filipino Utopia 

•Los Desastres de la Democracia 

(The Disasters of Democracy) 

^until Jan. 14,2017 ®426-6488 

^aag@ateneo.edu 


Duterte in China for 4-day state visit 


President Duterte leaves today for 
a state visit to China from Oct. 18 
to 21. He will meet with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and Premier 
Li Keqiang to discuss improving 
bilateral ties, deepening cooperation 
and international and regional issues 
of common concern. 

Malacahang announced that 
deeper economic relationship and 
development cooperation will be the 
focus of bilateral talks. The South 
China Sea dispute is not part of 
Dutertes agenda during this visit. 

Top legislator Zhang Dejiang will 
also meet Duterte, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Ceng Shuang said. 

Ceng said China hopes the visit 
will help the two nations strengthen 
political trust, deepen coopera¬ 
tion, continue friendship, properly 
handle disputes and bring bilateral 
relations back to the track of sound 


and stable development. 

Ceng said a good China-Philip- 
pines relationship was a common 
desire of the two nations. 

Under Duterte, Manila has opted 
to put aside years of hostility with 
China, especially over the disputed 
South China Sea despite a ruling by 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
favorable to the Philippines, to form 
a new partnership. 

China attaches high importance 
to relations with the Philippines and 
is willing to work with the country to 
promote the sound and stable devel¬ 
opment of bilateral ties, Ceng said. 
Over 400 businessmen 
join Duterte 

Filipino executives are eager to 
talk with Chinese business leaders 
and government officials about deals 
in a range of sectors, from rail and 
construction to tourism, agribusi¬ 


ness, power and manufacturing. 

According to chair emeritus of the 
Philippine Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Francis Chua, Duterte s 
state visit seeks to reawaken and fix 
trade and investment ties with China 
after the South China Sea dispute. 

The PCCI and three other as¬ 
sociations of exporters, manufac¬ 
turers and employers, have about 
100 delegates, while the Tsinoy 
organizations led by the Federation 
of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, Inc. have 
about 300 delegates. 

Business giants Ramon S. Ang 
of the San Miguel group, Manuel 
V. Pangilinan of Metro Pacific and 
PLDT Inc., Lucio Tan and son Mi¬ 
chael Tan of the Lucio Tan group, 
Hans Sy of the SM group, Carlos 
Chan of the Oishi group, Alfredo 
Yao of the Zest-O group and Henry 


Lim Bon Liong of the Sterling 
Group of Companies are among 
those that are set to join the Presi¬ 
dent in China. 

Several businessmen have ex¬ 
pressed their support for a better 
Philippines-China relationship, and 
better cooperation that would lead 
to greater business. 

Meanwhile, local Chinese-lan- 
guage media and foreign correspon¬ 
dents in Manila are unhappy about 
being excluded from the trip despite 
representation with the Palace Press 
Office. 

Representatives of these main¬ 
stream media will instead join the 
PCCI delegation. “This is the first 
time that a sitting government does 
not understand the importance of 
local Chinese-language speaking 
reporters in a China visit,” a Tsinoy 
editor told Tulay. 


Chito Sta. Romana: Ambassador-designate to China 


Veteran journalist and China 
expert Jose Santiago “Chito” Sta. 
Romana is President Duterte s choice 
as new ambassador to China. 

Sta. Romana is president of the 
Philippine Association of Chinese 
Studies, a lecturer on Chinese poli¬ 
tics at the University of the Philip¬ 
pines’ Asian Center and a trustee of 
the Philippine Rural Reconstruction 
Movement in Los Banos, Laguna. 

He has written and given lectures 
on China and Philippines-China 
relations in various international 
forums here and abroad. 

He co-edited with Teresita Ang 
See Philippines-China Relations — 
Beyond Disputed Waters, published 
in 2013, which tackles extensively 
issues and concerns in Philippines- 
China relations. 

Sta. Romana earned an A.B. in 
economics and a B.S. in commerce 
at De La Salle University. 

In 1971, he joined a delegation of 
Filipino student leaders on a 15-day 
exposure visit to China. 

While there, then president Fer¬ 
dinand Marcos suspended the writ 
of habeas corpus and subsequently 
declared martial law. 

Unable to go home, Sta. Romana 
stayed on for almost 40 years, learned 
Mandarin at the Beijing Language 
and Culture University, and got 



first-hand experience in significant 
events in China. 

He then worked as editor in the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 
journal until 1986 when he pursued 
a master’s degree in international re¬ 
lations at the Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy, Tufts University, 
Massachusetts. 

In 1989, he returned to China 
andbecame Beijing bureau chief for 
ABC News. He covered major stories 
in China such as the Tiananmen pro¬ 
tests in 1989 and the crisis in U.S.- 


China relations in 1999 and 2001. 
He had interviewed former Chinese 
premier Zhu Rongji and covered the 
2008 Sichuan earthquake. 

He is the winner of an Overseas 
Press Club of America award and 
an Emmy award in the news and 
documentary category. 

He retired in 2011 and returned 
to the Philippines. 

In May 2013, under the aus¬ 
pices of PACS, Sta. Romana and six 
other China experts held a five-day 
dialogue with the heads of think 
tanks in China, like the Institute of 
South China Sea Studies in Beijing 
and Institute of Strategic Studies in 
Shanghai, heads of universities, as 
well as scholars and researchers on 


contemporary international rela¬ 
tions. 

It was a significant breakthrough: 
both sides got together to tackle 
and clarify many of the contentious 
issues on the increasingly souring 
bilateral ties. 

The following year, the China 
scholars were invited to a two-day 
symposium in the Philippines at 
the Ateneo de Manila University in 
December 2014. 

Sta. Romana accompanied former 
president Fidel Ramos in August 
this year on his visit to Hong Kong. 
Upon his return, Ramos recom¬ 
mended Sta. Romana to Duterte as 
ambassador to China. Sta. Romana 
was appointed on Sept. 28. 

He is looking forward to revisiting 
some places in China. “China keeps 
transforming.. .this will give me an 
opportunity to become more ac¬ 
quainted with the changes in China.” 

His wife Nancy traces her origins 
to Fujian province. The couple’s two 
sons speak fluent Mandarin. The 
elder works in Shanghai and the 
younger is now working in Manila. 

Sta. Romana realizes that “differ¬ 
ences will remain on certain issues” be¬ 
tween China and the Philippines. But 
the objective, he says, is to “promote 
the good neighborly relations between 
the two countries, so we can learn to 
live together as good neighbors.” 
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Pinoys eligible for Taiwan e-visa application 


Cocaine 
seized at 

NAIA 

Two Chinese and a Russian were 
arrested for allegedly smuggling 
more than 27 kilos of cocaine with 
an estimated street value of PI40 
million at the Ninoy Aquino Inter¬ 
national Airport on Oct. 5. 

Chan Kawai and Pau Homane- 
van, both from Hong Kong, and 
Russian Kirdyushkin Yuri were ap¬ 
prehended by operatives of the Phil¬ 
ippine Drug Enforcement Agency 
and Bureau of Customs. 

Customs police chief Reggie 
Tuason said the cocaine was stashed 
in the suspects’ luggage. 

Authorities said the suspects ar¬ 
rived on an Emirates Air flight from 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil via Dubai. 

After they took their luggage 
from the conveyor, they were asked 
to proceed to the Customs office at 
the airport for inspection. 

About 18 kilos of cocaine were 
found on the two Chinese, while the 
Russian yielded 9.9 kilos of cocaine. 


Starting Oct. 7, Philippine pass¬ 
port holders traveling to Taiwan 
are now eligible to apply for an e- 
visa (online visa), according to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Taipei. 

With this simplified process, ap¬ 
plicants do not need to physically 
appear at the Taipei Economic and 
Cultural Office in the Philippines, 
thus facilitating the process. 

The e-visa policy will be put on a 
trial basis for one year. Visitors may 
still file for their visa application at 
theTECO office in the Philippines. 

Philippine passport holders who 
intend to go to Taiwan for tourism and 
business or to visit relatives, attend in¬ 
ternational conferences and participate 


Some P200 million worth 
of shabu was seized from an 
abandoned car on MacArthur 
Highway, Barangay San Vicente, 
Apalit, Pampanga, following a tip 
from a convict serving time at the 
New Bilibid Prison in Muntinlupa 
City on Oct. 14. 


in sport events can apply for the e-visa 
(with the required non-refundable fee 
by credit card payment). 

When an e-visa application has 
been approved, applicants are re¬ 
quired to present the print-out of 
e-visa at the immigration check¬ 
point for verification upon arrival 
in Taiwan. 

An e-visa is valid for three months 
upon approval with duration of stay 
up to 30 days. 

Since Sept. 1, Taiwan has been 
easing its visa-free requirements 
for Filipinos who possess one of 
the following documents issued by 
Australia, Canada, Japan, South 
Korea, New Zealand, any of the 


Joint operatives of the City of 
San Fernando Police Station and the 
Pampanga Provincial Intelligence 
Branch discovered 10 large packs 
of suspected shabu weighing about 
10 kilograms in the trunk of an 
abandoned Nissan EEC sedan (TLX 
665). 


Schengen countries, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States: 
1) a valid resident or permanent 
resident card; 2) a valid entry visa 
(electronic visa included); or 3) 
a resident card or visa that has 
expired less than 10 years prior to 
the date of arrival in Taiwan. 

Successful applicants are quali¬ 
fied to apply for the Taiwan Travel 
Authorization Certificate, which 



Kidnap V\Ktch 


Collected by Movement for 
Restoration Peace & Order 


FREED: FERRY ARIFIN, 26; EDI 
SURYONO, 27; and MUHAMAD 
MABRUR DAHRI, 27; by Abu 

Sayyaf bandits, in Sulu, on Oct. 
1. The three kidnap victims 
were part of a group of sailors 
abducted in June. Authorities 
said the Abu Sayyaf bandits are 
still holding as hostages a Dutch, 


allows multiple-entries to Taiwan 
valid for three months with every 
stay up to 30 days. 

It is expected that the implemen¬ 
tation of these two visa-relaxing 
measures will greatly enhance the 
convenience of traveling between 
Taiwan and the Philippines, and 
further promote bilateral economic, 
cultural and other exchanges be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

five Malaysians, two Indonesians 
and four Filipinos in their jungle 
stronghold. 

ARRESTED: Abu Sayyaf bandits 
ABDUL-LATIP TALANGHATI, 

alias Latip Sihata and Tatang, 
64, and Albasrie Talanghati, 
alias Tagalog and Abu Tarik, in 
Zamboanga City, on Oct. 7. 
Authorities tagged Abdul-latip, 
who has a P5.3 million reward 
for his arrest, in the kidnapping 
of 19 foreigners and two Filipinos 
from a resort in Sipadan, Malaysia 
in 2000. 


Abandoned car yields P200M shabu 
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is our concern.' 





650 Ongpin comer Nueva Sts. nr. Binondo Church, Binondo, Manila 
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Teac her Bal dwin 

2016 Art 
Workshop 

is ongoing! 
KPEEsmStCmmi 

522(DC 


Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 


24HCXJRS NATIONWIDE SKURfTY OPBWIONS 


PHIUPPINE AIRHAWK 
SECURITY AGENCY, INC. 

548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 
• Security services: office-residential-commercial- 
industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
• Security survey and planning services 
• Surveillance & background investigation services 
• Security training services 

FOR INQUIRIES^ CALL: 
4]5-£a& 7U-]680> 740-3252* 783-5096 
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MUSEUM HOURS: TUESDAYS- SUNDAYS 1-5 P.M. 

Kaisa-Angelo King Herltaga Canfar, 32 Anda corner Cabilde Siraala, Inhamuroa, Manila 
Tele,; 526-6796 ■ 527-6D83 Fax; {63-2} 527-6065 Emali; lnfodbaharTsEnor.org 

http; www.bahaytafnoy.org 
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OPINION 


Finding truth amid 
social media untruths 


I ’ve always admonished colleagues and relatives not to believe 
everything they read. Especially in social media. Now, it 
seems that with concerted, organized efforts, through what 
Rappler called “Weaponizing the Internet,” even mainstream 
media can be influenced to “manufacture reality.” 

I read Eric Caruncho’s “Confessions of a troll” {Philippine 
Daily Inquirer, Aug. 28, 2016) and Rappler’s three-part series 
on how Facebook algorithms, trolls, hots and sock puppets 
can alter the truth or people’s perception of the truth. Hence, 
my conviction that not everything that gets reported is true 
has gained even greater credence. 

“DRUMS” rolling isn’t a prelude for the opening of a big 
event. It now stands for Disinformation, Rumors, Untruths, 
Myths and Smears. “Repeated and retweeted often enough, 
DRUMS can pass for the truth to all but the most critical and 
analytical minds,” Caruncho said. 

Media analysts have long been telling us that “social media 
is the new battleground for the hearts and minds of the people, 
and as in any war, the first casualty is the truth.” 

Searching the key words “manufactured reality” online led 
me to a book by Gunn Enli, Mediated Authenticity: How Media 
Constructs Reality. The book is a study of the ambiguity at the 
heart of all mediated communication and how its audience 
decide whether the message is real, true or authentic and 
separating the fake from the real has become an inherent 
practice of media use. 

Instead of trusting media as a reliable source of information, 
it makes us think twice about believing what we’re being fed. 

Propaganda war 

The substance of Rappler’s three-part series on how social 
media can manipulate the truth - “Propaganda War: Wea- 
ponizing the Internet” and “How Facebook algorithms impact 
democracy” by Maria Ressa and “Fake accounts, manufactured 
reality on social media” by Chay Hofilena - is frightening in 
its implications. It makes us rethink even more deeply of our 
own thought processes and how we can discern the truth. 

Ressa wrote, “In the Philippines, paid trolls, fallacious 
reasoning, leaps in logic, poisoning the well - these are only 
some of the propaganda techniques that have helped shift 
public opinion on key issues. 


Soul of China 

By Go Bon Juan 


I n April 313 A.D., Liu Cong (D D )5 emperor of Han 
Zhao of the Sixteen Kingdoms, installed his highest 
concubine Liu E ([][]) as queen and decided to build a 
palace for her. 

After learning about this, Chen Yuanda (D D D )5 
military officer of the court, declared that the construction 
would not only drain the treasury but also the people. It 
was not, he said, an urgent task. 

His remark made the emperor furious. 

He told Chen Yuanda: “I am the son of the heaven who 
wants to build a palace. I never consulted you on that, yet 


“It’s a strategy of ‘death by a thousand cuts; - a chipping 
away at facts, using half-truths that fabricate an alternative 
reality by merging the power of hots and fake accounts on 
social media to manipulate real people.” 

Ressa gave examples on how Facebook algorithms can ma¬ 
nipulate social media feeds by prioritizing display of chosen 
contents because “algorithms can’t distinguish fact from fiction.” 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 

By Teresita Ang See 


Hofilena reports what a network of combined real and 
fake accounts on social media can create false perceptions in 
a matter of minutes. 

She said, “Over the past several weeks, we monitored several 
suspicious accounts connected to various online Facebook 
groups. One account alone we determined to be fake was 
connected (as of Oct. 6) to about 2.9 million members of 
various overseas Filipino groups associated with Ferdinand 
‘Bongbong’ Marcos Jr. and other hobby groups. Another 
fake account was linked to over 990,000 members of groups 
supporting President Rodrigo Duterte, and still another was 
connected to an estimated 3.8 million members of various 
overseas Filipino organizations and buy-and-sell groups.” 

She said these motley Facebook groups are called “sock 
puppets” because they act according to how a puppeteer 
motions them or how and what they should post in existing 
online forums on Facebook. 

“Imagine the impact of a single message sent from just one 
fake account and spread to these hundreds of thousands of 
Facebook accounts. Even assuming only 10 percent actually 
share a post by a fake account, the spread of wrong informa¬ 
tion can still be damaging. They can convincingly manufacture 
reality on social media as they wish, transforming perception to 
reality, and swaying opinion on the basis of perceived number 
and power,” Hofilena said. 

“The danger of propagators spreading false or mislead¬ 
ing information is all too evident. It can result in beliefs or 
convictions anchored on false premises. Different versions of 
what is supposed to be the one true fact can be manufactured. 


you dare rant to mislead the people. My palace cannot be built 
if I do not kill you!” The emperor ordered Chen Yuanda, his 
wife and children beheaded at the east market. 

Upon hearing the news. Queen Liu E immediately sent 
people to tell the beheader to hold the execution. 

She then wrote to the emperor: “The opinion of Chen 
Yuanda is for the good of the country. He deserves to be 
awarded, but instead you want to kill him. How will people 
regard you as emperor? The loyal official did not consider 
himself when he made the suggestion frankly. Yet you not 
only object against a right opinion, but you also don’t even 


creating confusion and deep-seated schisms among groups 
who get to believe that their version of the truth is what is 
real and correct,” she added. 

Vincent Lazatin, executive director of Transparency and 
Accountability Network, finds the amount of hatred and 
vitriol on the internet launched by pro-Duterte supporters 
against his critics intolerable. “It silenced people into submis¬ 
sion. The trolls have found a way to weaponize the internet,” 
he said. “What we’re seeing on the internet is a different kind 
of AI, which is Artificial Ignorance. The hots, the algorithms 
and the paid trolls, they are purveyors of Artificial Ignorance.” 

Rappler gave suggestions on what to do, given a virtual 
world of manufactured truth and reality: 

• Spot and actively call out the fake accounts, the sock puppets, 
the trolls. 

• Gather evidence and report them. 

• Don’t bother to engage them because it is a lost cause. 

• Help clean up the social media space and restore it to what 
it used to he, or at least a semblance of what it used to be. 

Rappler warned that “abandoning social media and not 
challenging lies being peddled and spread is losing by default 
to the trolls and propagandists. The battle to preserve truth 
has shifted online and is no longer fought in the streets alone. 
Technology has created platforms of empowerment and self- 
expression, but without timely intervention, it could evolve 
into a monster that could devour and swallow us all.” 

Ressa concluded, “Regardless of your political leaning, 
social media is a powerful tool, and if abused, the first casualty 
is the truth - which will have a direct impact on the quality 
of Philippine democracy.” 

Except for email, I myself don’t use social media. Only when 
I am abroad do I use Viber to communicate to save on mobile 
phone charges. I don’t activate the data plan on my mobile 
phone. I access emails only when at home or in the office. So far, 
I have managed well and I find that engaging people through 
direct conversation is still the best way to communicate. 

But I cannot turn back the clock. Social media is here to stay 
and can be a very effective tool. It is up to us to practice prudence 
and responsibility in its use. Adhere to the Golden Rule: “Do not 
do unto others what you do not want others to do unto you.” 


value the life of loyal official. If you kill such a loyal official, 
who among the loyal officials would dare speak anymore? 
Building a palace will indeed make our country and people 
poor, and put our country in danger. I cannot afford this 
serious consequence. If you insist on building a palace for 
me, you better kill me first!” 

The letter shocked Emperor Liu Cong. He abandoned 
his plan and released Chen Yuanda and his family. 

He told Chen Yuanda: “With loyal officials like you to 
assist me and Queen Liu E as a wife, what else should I 
have to worry about?” 


Sacrificing self for the country 
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Ateneo honors Tzu Chi with Lantern’ in Manila 

Parangal Lingkod Samhayanan 


In recognition of its commitment 
to uplifting the lives of the poor 
and calamity-stricken Filipinos, 
the Ateneo de Manila University 
conferred the Parangal Lingkod 
Samhayanan (Community Service 
Award) to the Tzu Chi Foundation 
on Sept. 27. 

The honor, which is one of the 
Ateneo’s prestigious Traditional 
University Awards, recognized 
Tzu Chi’s excellent disaster relief 
and rehabilitation efforts as 
well as its commitment to help 
Filipinos adversely affected by 
calamities. 

In his acceptance speech at the 
Henry Lee Irwin Theater inside 
the ADMU, Tzu Chi Philippines 
chief executive officer Alfredo Li 
thanked the Ateneo community, 
saying that the recognition will 
serve as an inspiration for all Tzu 
Chi volunteers to “do more for 
mankind.” 

“This award belongs to all Tzu 
Chi people worldwide, especially 
to all 46 countries that came and 
helped us during Yolanda,” Li said 
in an interview. 

“We are given this award because 
of our contribution in helping the 


Tzu Chi Philippines’Alfredo Li and James Chua receive the Parangal Lingkod 
Samhayanan from Fr. Bienvenido Nebres, S.J. of ADMU in a ceremony held at 
the Henry Lee Irwin Theater inside the ADMU on Sept. 27. 

Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) victims. 

So, it belongs to Master Cheng 
Yen and to all Tzu Chi people,” 
he added. 

The Traditional University 
Awards of the ADMU recognizes 
individuals and groups whose 
transformative works best exemplify 
the university’s values of goodness 
and selfless service. 


The National Ballet of China 
will perform the internationally 
acclaimed ballet “Raise the Red 
Lantern (D D D D D D D )” at 
the Cultural Center of the Philip¬ 
pines’ Main Theater in two gala 
shows on Oct. 27 and 28, under 
the Philippines-China cultural ex¬ 
change agreement. 

The ballet, based on the movie 
of the same title (nominated for an 
Oscar award in 1991), directed by 
Zhang Yimou and starring Gong 
Li, tells the story of a woman who 
became the third wife of a feudal 
patriarch. 

The ballet encompasses classical 
ballet, kung fu, traditional Beijing 
opera and Chinese folk song in a 
rich and opulent set. Like his mov¬ 
ies, Zhang’s ballet stresses visual 
effects. “This is my personal inter¬ 
est,” he said. 

A lOI-member group — includ¬ 
ing dancers, musicians, technical 


crew and staff - from the National 
Ballet of China will be in Manila to 
stage the show. 

The counterpart of the 
exchange will see Ballet Philippines 
performing at the National Theater 
in Beijing in June 2017. 

“Raise the Red Lantern” is pre¬ 
sented by the National Commis¬ 
sion for Culture and the Arts, the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines 
and the Embassy of the People’s 
Republic of China. 


Ernest Cu only Pinoy in world’s best telco exec list 


Globe Telecom president and 
chief executive officer Ernest Cu is 
the only Filipino executive to make 
it to the elite list of Global Telecoms 
Business Power 100 for 2016, re¬ 
taining his standing in the list for 
the fourth straight year since 2008. 

Cu is also ranked among the Top 


Ten Operators from Asia. 

The business magazine cited Cu 
for a US $1.5'billion deal between 
Globe Telecom and PLDT to buy 
the 700MHz spectrum network 
from San Miguel. 

A Globe Telecom statement 
referred to the deal’s impact on the 


Philippine telecoms industry and 
the company’s efforts to provide a 
faster mobile internet experience to 
its customers. 

The company is investing heavily 
to improve the fixed-line Internet to 
connect 2 million families nation¬ 
wide by 2020. 
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Import ban on PH bananas lifted 


The Chinese government has lifted the ban on 
the import of Philippine bananas, said Chinese 
Ambassador Zhao Jianhua. 

During his courtesy call at the Department of 
Agriculture, the Chinese ambassador said China 
would now accept bananas and pineapples from 
Philippine-based exporters. 

Last year, the Philippines exported 448,000 
metric tons of bananas to China valued at $157.5 
million. 

China had destroyed 35 tons of bananas from 
the Philippines valued at $33,000 last March, after 
notifications of non-compliance. 

China subsequently suspended 27 exporters. 

The Administration of Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine in China issued 
the notification of non-compliance, saying it 
detected the presence of the pest Dysmicoccus 
neobrevipes in the shipment made by NKM 
Import/Export Inc. to Dalian Kawoo Import 
and Export Co. Ltd. 

Another factor for the suspension was the 


shipment of Sumifru to Shenzen Everglory Trading 
Co. Ltd which has a carbendazim level of 0.199 
mg/kg, in excess of the maximum residue level of 
O.I mg/kg. 

The bananas were destroyed in Shenzen, a major 
entry point for Philippine bananas. 

But last month, AQSIQsent an inspection team 
to the Philippines to evaluate the corrective measure 
being implemented by the local-based exporters, 
thus the lifting of the ban. 

Aside from lifting the ban, China is also looking 
at increasing its imports from the Philippines, 
particularly on high value commercial crops such 
as mangoes, coconut and dragon fruit. 

Zhao said China was also interested in 
high-end fishery products from the Philippines 
including lapu-lapu, crabs, shrimps, prawns 
and tuna. 

The Philippines remains the second largest 
producer of bananas worldwide, next to Ecuador, 
and it continues to supply 95 percent of the total 
banana demand for the Asian market. 
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Shanghai 
to build 
first luxury 
cruise liner 

Shanghai Waigaoqiao shipyard 
will build its first batch of luxury 
cruise vessels. 

The first delivery is expected 
in 2022, the China News Service 
reports. 

The building of luxury 
cruise vessels is a joint venture 
of China’s largest shipbuilder 
China State Shipbuilding Corp., 
China Investment Corp, cruise 
operator Carnival Corporation & 
PLC, Italian cruise shipbuilding 
giant Fincantieri, CSSC Cruise 
Technology Development Co 
Ltd, and Shanghai Waigaoqiao 
Shipbuilding Co Ltd. 

The agreement marks a new step 
into the luxury cruise project after 
a joint venture agreement between 
CSSC and Fincantieri was signed 
in Shanghai. 

The signed letter of intent covers 
two cruise vessels for a cruise brand 
owned and operated by a joint 
venture between Carnival Corp, 


Qiina^sworlcTslargestairporttoopen by 2019 


The first phase of an expansive 
new airport in Beijing will be ready 
by 2019. 

When completed, it could become 
the world’s largest, serving up to 45 
million passengers a year with four 
runways on first opening, officials 
with the project told reporters. 

Representatives of the Beijing 
New Airport project who showed off 
the sprawling construction site also 
said the city’s second major airport’s 
two later phases would push the 
capacity to 100 million passengers 
annually. 

The existing Beijing Capital 
International Airport, the world’s 
second largest and owned by the 
same company building the new 



China is set to open the first phase of its newest airport in Beijing in 2019. 

airport, is already operating well of a series of massive infrastructure 
beyond its planned capacity. projects as China’s economy grows 

The RMB80 billion (P575 at its slowest pace in decades, 

billion) airport undertaking is one despite pledges to shift away from 


infrastructure spending and heavy 
industry and toward a consumer 
and services driven economy. 

China Eastern Airlines Corp. 
Ltd. and China Southern Airlines 
Co. Ltd. will relocate to the new 
airport upon completion and 
account for four-fifths of its air 
traffic, airport officials said. 

Located amids fruit trees and 
sunflower fields, the airport is 
relatively far: 46 kilometers (28.6 
miles) from Beijing city center, but 
will equally serve the surrounding 
Hebei province and the neighboring 
port city of Tianjin, which China 
aims to make into a unified 
economic development zone, the 
project officials said. 


China promotes ‘Made in China 2025,’ opens first engineering institute 


China opened its first engineering 
institute in eastern China’s Zhejiang 
province on Sept. 12. 

It is Zhejiang province’s latest 
response to the “Made in China 
2025” plan, which hopes to develop 
a national talent pool and help 
advance the country’s innovation- 


driven development. 

In August, Chinese authorities 
approved Ningbo, a coastal city 
in Zhejiang province, as the first 
pilot area for the “Made in China 
2025” plan. 

The institute plans to train over 
10,000 engineering professionals 


each year, and 3,000 graduate 
students will be expected to study 
in the institute by the end of2020. 

Under the management of 
Zhejiang University, the institute 
will enroll 300 graduate students to 
study engineering and engineering 
management. 


Students will not only study 
theory but will also benefit from 
field works with experienced 
technicians and engineers. 

Engineering is seen as a 
top priority for economic 
development and innovation 
strategies in China. 


CSSC and China Investment Corp, 

with an option for an additional Tang Xianzu meets Shakespeare on the stage 


two ships. 

The vessels will be built at the 
shipyard of Shanghai Waigaoqiao 
Shipbuilding, a company under 
CSSC. Its luxury cruise project was 
launched in October 2013. 


What happens when the 
masterpieces of William 
Shakespeare’s dramas and Tang 
Xianzu’s (D D D / China’s famed 
ancient opera writer) operas, are 



Traditional Chinese opera sets Guinness World Record. Yu opera professionals, 
numbering 432, gathered in Zhengzhou, Henan province on Sept. 17, and set a new 
world record for singing the classic aria “San Kudian” while every member is dressed in 
the same traditional imperial dragon robes. Yu opera (Q Q ), formally known as "Henan 
bangzi ([] D D D )," is one of China’s famous national opera forms. The opera style 
originated in Henan province. 


put together? The result is a cross- 
cultural drama project “Shakespeare- 
Tang project: Celebrating a 
400-year legacy,” which made a 
splash in Beijing. 

_ The project, a collabo¬ 
ration of the University of 
Leeds in the U.K. and the 
University of International 
Business and Economics 
in China, brings a new 
artistic creation “A Mid¬ 
summer Night’s Dream¬ 
ing Under the Southern 
Bough” onto the stage, 
connecting Shakespeare’s 
classic “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” and Tang 
Xianzu’s “Nanke Ji {[] 0 
n Southern Bough)” in a 
unique way. 

The project marks 
the 400th anniversary 
of the deaths of the two 
legendary playwrights. 

The performance, 
inspired by the common 
element of the two original 



“A Midsummer Night’s Dreaming 
Under the Southern Bough” made 
a splash in Beijing last month. 
Students from the University of Leeds 
performed a contemporary adaptation 
based on the 400-year-old plays by 
Shakespeare and Tang. 

texts - “dream,” consists of two 
plays performed by student groups 
from two universities. 

In the adaptation, the UIBE 
team has changed the location of 
Shakespeare’s play from woods 
near Athens to a Chinese milieu, 
with new modern plots that reflect 
Chinese young people’s lives and 
that question the nature of love. 

The University of Leeds’ 


production team redesigned the 
original plots of Tang Xianzu’s 
“Nanke Ji” opera without damaging 
its story and theme, creating a 
contemporary response to the 
Chinese classic play. 

Amazingly, this new 
version made the play easily 
understandable to people from 
different linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds, yet still preserving 
the original philosophical theme 
and depth. 

Milly Stell, a student from the 
University of Leeds who plays 
the female protagonist, said the 
humanity lying behind the ancient 
opera was universal. 

Liam Ashmore, the play’s second 
leading male role, said the play tells 
people not to be greedy. 

Tang Xianzu (1550-1616) was 
one of the most well-known Chinese 
playwrights during the Ming Dy¬ 
nasty (1368-1662) and his opera 
“Nanke Ji” tells a man’s dream 
where he becomes the husband of 
a princess of the ant kingdom. 
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Americas’ first Chinatown: 

TbEftnan 

By Evelyn Hu-DeHart 

In 1580, the Mexicans expelled the Chinese to outside 
the walls - Extramuros- at a spot along the Pasig 
River, "within sight and canon shotof Intramuros" 
and where they would localizethegreat silk market 
called Parian. Thus, Parian became the name of 
Manila's Chinatown. AsManilawasan extension of 
Mexico in the Americas, it can also be considered the 
firstAmerican Chinatown. 





Canons atop Intramuros walls ward against uprising of Chinese in 
Parian. 


E xcept for Manilenos, not a lot of 
people are aware that Americas’ 
first Chinatown was established in 
Manila. 

In 1492, Christopher Columbus missed his 
goal of reaching the Indies and “discovered” 
America instead. Spain laid claim to America, 
and by 1535, created the viceroyalty of 
New Spain, Mexico. Two Iberian explorer/ 
navigators quickly followed suit: Vasco da 
Gama reached India by sea in 1497, and 
the Ferdinand Magellan/Sebastian del Cano 
expedition circumnavigated the globe from 
1519-1522. 

From Sevilla, they crossed the Atlantic, 
rounded the tip of South America (Straits of 
Magellan), crossed the Pacific, and stopped 
in Cebu island where Magellan was killed. 
Elcano pushed on through the Indian Ocean 
and reached Spain in 1522. 

Blessed by the Pope and his imaginary 
Tordesillas Line (1494), Spain colonized 
North America in 1521. In 1564, after 
dispatching several exploratory voyages from 
Mexico to Asia, the Spanish Crown delegated 
Miguel Lopez de Legazpi to sail across the 
Pacific from Acapulco, Mexico, and take 
Cebu island. 

Having spent 34 years in Mexico, Legazpi 
took a contingent of other Mexicans with 
him, among them the Augustinian monk 
and brilliant navigator Andres de Urdaneta. 
He also brought American silver with him to 
do business with China. 

In 1565, from Cebu, Urdaneta followed 


Galleon trade that 
other parts of Asia 


the trade winds and 
accomplished the first 
roundtrip voyage of the 
Pacific, in the process 
launching the Manila 
Galleon trade that endured 
for 250 years, until 1821. 

One galleon ship per year 
made the round trip across 
the Pacific. In some years, 
there were as many as three 
galleons. 

Galleons carried 
primarily silk of all kinds 
and porcelain from China, 
but also other luxury goods 
from many other places in Asia and the Indian 
Ocean world. 

In 1571, Legazpi built Manila as capital 
of the archipelago’s newly named Las Islas 
de Pilipinas (in honor of Emperor Felipe 
II). Manila was established as an outpost of 
America administered under Nueva Espana 
(Mexico) and not a free-standing colony of 
the Spanish empire. 

The Chinese in Manila 

When Legazpi arrived in Cebu and then 
Manila, he immediately met Chinese, about 
150 of them at first, who had been coming 
in their junks (fan chuan Q Q ) from Fujian 
province to trade with the natives throughout 
Southeast Asia. 

These early traders were mainly Hokkien- 
speaking Minnan people of southern Fujian, 
hailing from Xiamen, Quanzhou and 


brough Chinese goods to Europe from Manila and 

. [BAHAY TSINOY MUSEUM SCENE] 

Changzhou, known already to medieval 
Western travelers as Amoy, Zaitun and 
Chincheo. 

The locals on Cebu and Luzon islands 
called these Hokkien people ''sangley' - 
apparently from Hokkien siong lay [changlai 
D D “coming frequently”), which aptly 
described the sojourner or frequent visitor, 
but not permanent settler. 

From the original 150 or so junk traders, 
the Hokkien population grew rapidly, as more 
and more junks sailed to meet the Mexicans 
in Manila, attracted by the silver coins and 
ingots mined in Mexico and Peru, which they 
brought from America. 

Silver was in great demand in China, as 
the country was transitioning from paper 
currency to silver. 

In exchange for American silver, Chinese 
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traders eagerly supplied the merchandize for 
the galleon ships, beginning with the one that 
Urdaneta captained in 1565 on his first return 
voyage across the Pacific. 

Americas’ first Chinatown 

Throughout the 250-year-old global trade, 
silk from China remained the single largest 
trade item, followed by porcelain or ceramics, 
and many other beautiful things like Manton 
de Manila, not just from China, but from all 
over the Indian Ocean and Nanyang. Manila 
hemp used for the sturdy ropes that held the 
sails of the ships was also in great demand. 

While Mexicans built their own residences 
inside the city walls, Intramuros, they grew 
nervous as the number of Chinese rose around 
them. 

In 1580, they expelled the Chinese to 
outside the city walls, Extramuros, at a spot 
along the Pasig River, “within sight and canon 
shot of Intramuros,”and where they would 
localize the great silk market called Parian. 

Thus, Parian became the name of Manila’s 
Chinatown, and as Manila was an extension 
of Mexico in the Americas, it can also be 
considered the first American Chinatown. 

Before long, the Chinese made themselves 
indispensable to the Spanish long distance 
trade as well as to the daily life of the small 
community established to be an entrepot - a 
link or bridge - to trade with China. 

By then, China had prohibited foreigners 
from setting foot on the mainland. 

As early as 1574, just three years after 
Manila was founded, the sangley lived 
scattered among Mexicans in Intramuros. 

The Spanish governor noted the 
continuous flow of Chinese who supplied 
the colony with the many articles used in 
daily life, such as bread, sugar, wheat and 
barley flour, nuts, raisins, pears and oranges, 
silks, wine, porcelain and iron, and other 
small things, which were lacking before the 
Chinese arrived. 

The Chinese population in Manila quickly 
swelled from 150 in 1564 to some 10,000 by 
1586. After 10 years, it rose to 25,000 and 
then 30,000 by the end of the century. Eighty- 
five percent were Hokkien from southern 
Fujian, others from Guangdong, also junk 
traders from their cosmopolitan port city of 
Canton. 

The newcomers quickly outgrew the 
planned capacity of the Parian, making it 
densely packed. 

Meanwhile, the Mexican and European 
population in Manila Intramuros grew to no 
more than 500 over the first decade, which 
consisted of a skeletal crew of priests and 
missionaries; soldiers and officers; government 
officials; merchants and businessmen. 

Many of the traders began to settle 
permanently in the Parian, where they lived 
and opened their shops, paying high rent to 


the Spanish authorities, and paying high taxes 
on their businesses, eventually to disastrous 
consequences. 

Many of the Hokkien who came to Manila 
decided to stay indefinitely or permanently, 
building homes and shops, while raising 
families in the Parian, because they responded 
to Spanish demands for goods and services 
beyond the galleon trade. 

It can be captured by this description of 
Judge Antonio de Morga, about the items 
Chinese brought to Manila which had 
nothing to do with the luxury trade: 

...metal basins, copper kettles and other 
copper and cast-iron pots; quantities of all 
sorts of nails, sheet-iron, tin and saltpeter and 
gunpowder. ... wheat flour.. .preserves made of 
orange, peach, pear; nutmeg and ginger, and 
other fruits of China; salt port and other salt 
meats; live fowls of good breed and many flne 
capons; quantities of fresh fruits and oranges 
of all kinds, excellent chestnuts, walnuts and 
chicueyes (both green and dried, a delicious 
fruit); quantities of flne threads of all kinds, 
needles and knick-knacks; little boxes and 
writing bases; beds, tables, chairs and gilded 
benches, painted in many figures and patterns. 

... domesticated buffaloes that resemble swans, 
horses, some mules and asses; even caged birds, 
some of which talk while others sing, and 
they make them play innumerable tricks. The 
Chinese furnish numberless other gewgaws and 
ornaments of little value and worth, which are 
esteemed among the Spaniards... 

In truth, he admitted, “without these 
sangleys, the city would not be able to survive 
and sustain itself, because they are the master 
of all crafts, hardworking people, and charge 
reasonable prices.” From merchants and 
traders, the Chinese established enterprises 
to provide the colony’s diverse needs. 
Chinese artisans and enterprises 

Without competition from either Mexicans 
or Spaniards, or from native Filipinos, 


historian Edgar Wickberg noted: “Spanish 
settlements with needed goods and services 
was an open field for Chinese enterprises.” 

Because so many of the enterprises 
consisted of providing daily services and 
everyday goods, they were located on site in 
the Parian, which Mexicans frequented on 
a daily basis. 

Instead of continuing to transport many 
of these manufactured items from China, 
Hokkien artisans and workers followed in the 
wake of the merchants, relocated themselves 
and their families, their workshops and retail 
businesses in the Parian. 

The in-migration of these artisans and 
workers was one of the key factors leading 
to the Chinese population explosion as well 
as the growing occupational diversity in the 
Parian. Father Domingo de Salazar, first 
bishop of Manila, made this point clearly: 

These articles have already begun to be 
manufactured here, as quickly and with better 
finish than in China; and this is due to the 
intercourse between Chinese and Spaniards, 
which has enabled the former to perfect 
themselves in things which they were not wont 
to produce in China. 

In this Parian are to befound workmen of all 
trades and handicrafts of a nation, and many 
of them in each occupation. 

They make much prettier articles than are 
made in Espana, and sometimes so cheap that 
I am ashamed to mention it. 

They are so skillful and clever that, as 
soon as they see any object made by a Spanish 
workman, they reproduce it with exactness. 

Not to be outdone, other Chinese 
artisans already adept at working with ivory 
— a material not known in the Americas — 
quickly adjusted to Spanish demands for 

AMERICAS’ CHINATOWN, 
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Manila girls shopping, 1857. [bahaytsinoy museum collection] 
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Chinese musical party in Manila, 1858. [bahaytsinoy museum collection] 




AMERICAS’ CHINATOWN 

(from p. 9) 

religious figures, as De Salazar also noted with 
appreciation and admiration: 

/ think that nothing more perfect could be 
produced than some of their marble statues 
of the Child Jesus which I have seen. This 
opinion is affirmed by all who have seen them. 
The churches are beginning to be furnished 
with the images which the Sangleys makcy 
and which we greatly lacked before; and 
considering the ability displayed by these people 
in reproducing the images which come from 
Espaha, I believe that soon we shall not even 
miss those made in Flanders. What I say of 
the painters applies also to embroiderers^ who 
are already producing excellent embroidered 
works, and are continually improving in 
that art. 

These artisans also produced Spanish- 
style chairs, leather bridles and stirrups in 
such good quality and so cheaply “that some 
merchants wanted to load a large cargo of 
these articles for Mexico.” 

Equally telling were the different services 
that the Chinese in the Parian provided for 
local consumption, for themselves and for 
the Spanish community. 

De Salazar noted that Chinese market 
gardeners produced vegetables in plots all 
over the city, those peculiarly Chinese as 
well as Spanish and Mexican favorites, “their 
tables [in Manila] as well provisioned as in 
Madrid and Salamanca.” 



In 1590, he made businesses in the Parian 
that Mexicans and other foreigners patronized, 
including herbal doctors and apothecaries; 
eating houses; bakeries that sold wheat bread; 
homebuilders of European style stone houses. 

The eminent Wang Gungwu has concluded 
that Manila “was the first truly large Chinese 
community overseas and easily the largest one 
in the sixteenth century.” 

Discord and distrust 

But all was not well in Manila. What 
appeared to have been a mutually beneficial 
and interdependent relationship between 
Spaniards and sangleys in Manila also sowed 
the seeds of discord and distrust that led to 
incidences of extreme violence. 

Even as some Spaniards praised the 
Chinese for their skilled labor, commercial 
spirit, and overall alacrity in meeting every 
Spanish need and demand, these same 
Mexicans sought to control and discipline 
Chinese entrepreneurship with high rent in 
the Parian, and a series of improvised taxes, 
tariffs and licensing fees that the Chinese 
viewed as onerous, arbitrary and unfair. 

Meanwhile, Spanish officialdom was 
getting nervous about the rapidly rising 
numbers of Chinese, most of whom resisted 
conversion to the Catholic religion. 

Mincing no words, the ever present and 
observant Antonio de Morga explained it 
this way: “Prom this, a lot of trouble arises, 
because with so many infidels there could be 
little security in the land; they are bad and 
vicious people.” 


The fear that Morga embodied turned 
violent in 1603, when Chinese numbers in 
Manila grew to as high as 30,000. 

Adding to Spanish anxiety, the Dutch 
forced their way into Manila, which already 
had to deal with unwanted Portuguese 
traders. 

When the Chinese staged a protest against 
the heavy and arbitrary taxes and fees imposed 
on them, especially when repeatedly assessed 
even after paying up, the Spanish authorities 
unleashed the full force of their military might 
against the protestors. 

The reported massacre of 25,000 Chinese 
practically decimated the Parian. Those who 
escaped death were deported back to China. 
Manila came to a standstill. 

Before long, the Mexicans in Manila 
beckoned Chinese to return, which they 
promptly did and repopulated the Parian, 
resuming life and business as before, supplying 
the galleons with luxury merchandize while 
provisioning the resident Spanish population 
with food, clothing, shoes and all other 
necessities of everyday life. 

Just as the Chinese re-inserted themselves 
into the Spanish American colony, protests 
against heavy taxes and fees in 1639 and again 
in 1662 and 1668 provoked Spanish reprisals 
on the Chinese with the same heavy, violent 
hand, each time followed by destruction and 
desertion of the Parian. 

And each time, after a brief respite, traders, 
artisans, laborers, families from Eujian and 
Guangdong would return to the site of their 
bloody confrontation with Spaniards, who in 
turn enabled a revived and rebuilt community 
to rise from the smoldering ashes of death 
to grow and thrive again until the next state 
campaign to cut them down. 

Spanish historian Manel Olle sums up this 
unresolved tension well: “Manila would have 
been an absolutely unviable city without the 
presence of Chinese residents and traders, 
but at the same time, [Spaniards] hated 
the Chinese, feared them and denigrated 
them...” 

There was simply no easy way out for 
the Mexicans/Spaniards, who could not 
rid themselves permanently of the Chinese 
community. 

The Chinese constituted the backbone of 
the Spanish mercantile colonial enterprise in 
Manila. Total dependence on the Chinese 
trumps Spanish fear and mistrust, hence, 
their haste to recall the Chinese to Manila 
shortly after each periodic outburst of 
“ethnic cleansing,” setting the stage for the 
interplay between integration and rejection 
that characterized relationships in the first 
American Chinatown. ^ 

The author is professor of History at the 
American Studies and Ethnic Studies, Brown 
University, Rhode Eland, U.S.A. 
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By Meah Ang See 


F or the first time since Achi’s birth 
in 2007, the hubby and I are going 
on a long-overdue vacation. Since I 
am presenting a paper in the Asia 
Pacific Children’s Museums Conference on 
Oct. 19-21 in Hawaii, we decided to hit the 
beach as well. 

Who’s having the blues? Shobe is now ex¬ 
periencing a severe case of separation anxiety. 

Shobe has had gastric distress since early 
this year. I noticed that her tummy ache pe¬ 
riods coincided with my teaching stint at De 
La Salle University. 

On the three days per week that I have 
class, I would arrive home at around 6 p.m. 
This is not a usual experience for her because 
I am normally home before she is, or at least 
while the sun is still out. 

The pediatrician told me to find out what 
is worrying Shobe because gastric troubles 
for a 7-year-old is not normal. Chances are 
there are psychological reasons causing the 
stomach pain. 

Since western medicine is not working, I 
brought Shobe to a Chinese doctor who gave 
her teeny tiny tablets (1 mm diameter tablets) 
to take. It so happened that her Chinese 
medicine intake schedule coincided with term 
break. Shobe believes the Chinese medicine 
made her tummy aches go away. I think the 


combination of the two worked well enough 
to relieve Shobe of her troubles. 

The tummy aches started again after we 
told the girls that we were going on vacation. 
Shobe found out the exact date of our depar¬ 
ture because the broken iPhone she uses for 
playing games has a calendar that still syncs 
to our calendar schedule. 

We have to calm the separation anxiety 
blues before we leave. 

The guidance counselor is helping me. As 
soon as Shobe started complaining about her 
tummy again, I sent an SOS to her teacher. I 
asked that the guidance counselor chat with 
Shobe about our pending vacation. 

At home, I 
had already spo¬ 
ken to the girls 
about why we 
were going. Eor 
one thing, since 
I am a speaker 
at a conference, 

I get a travel sti¬ 
pend. I also get a 
small grant from 
the university 
to help with ac¬ 
commodation 
and meal costs. 


Thus, this vacation 
entails only one plane 
fare expense for hubby 
and his meals. 

The kids and I list¬ 
ed down all the vaca¬ 
tions we have taken 
as a family and they 
saw that we take at 
least one vacation per 
year. Achi understands 
her parents’ needs to 
get away a little bet¬ 
ter. She told Shobe, 
“They need their time 
alone. We’ll be here 
with Ahma.” 

The guidance 
counselor reports that 
Shobe’s worries are 
“consistent with sepa¬ 
ration anxiety but it 
seems to be the normal 
separation anxiety kids 
experience with their 
parents. It doesn’t seem 
to be far deviant or 
excessive. 

“It also doesn’t seem 
to affect her day-to- 
day functioning apart 
from the headache and 
tummy ache in the 
morning. 

“In our session, we talked about dietary 
habits that may be causing her tummy aches 
and we also talked about some ways to ease her 
worrying when her parents are away on trips. 

“Eor her worries, she says verbatim, ‘I only 
worry when they don’t tell me where they’re 
going and when they’ll come back.’ She also 
narrated finding out about the vacation - she 
was surprised when she read flight to Honolulu 
in their calendar. 

“It is unordinary for her for both parents 
to be gone at the same time. With that, we 
came up with things she can do while they’re 
away, all suggested by Z herself 
“ I. Play with Achi 


2. Play with dogs 

3. Bake muffins with Achi 

4. Schedule a play date for Z” 

I am very happy that the school takes an 
active role in helping parents deal with chil¬ 
dren. While our inputs in our children’s lives 
are extremely important, sometimes, children 
need an outsider’s perspective as well. I like 
the agenda setting exercise and will work with 
Shobe to extend the list. 

Ahma confirmed that Shobe is having 
a difficult time dealing with both parents 
going away. 

I think though, that we should have spent 
a longer time preparing Shobe. We already 
knew early on that she has trouble separating 
from me. Prom 2013 to 2014, I conducted 
a series of training workshops in public 
schools around the country. Eor those two 
years, I was away for a weekend almost every 
month. Shobe was always tense and anxious, 
constantly asking me when I was returning 
even before I left. 

During those years, I always asked Shobe 
if she was worried that I would not return. 
Often, she said “yes.” So I made it a point to 
remind her that I have returned. “Remember 
before I left, you were worried I won’t come 
back? I told you I was coming back on Sun¬ 
day, and it’s now Sunday!” 

These conversations helped a little because 
my trips in 2014 were less anxiety-ridden. 
However, after that, I rarely took any trips 
from 2015 to 2016. And Shobe went back 
to the secure knowledge that Nanay is always 
present. 

Meanwhile, Ahma said every time I was 
away, I should have held off from calling the 
girls at night. Normally, during the day, they 
are busy with their own concerns and do not 
look for me. When I call them at night, we 
would chat a bit and say goodnight. What I 
did not know was that after each phone call, 
Shobe would begin bugging Ahma, asking 
when I would come home. 

I am not sure though if I could hold 
off from calling the girls. Who said it’s 
only children who experience separation 
anxiety? ^ 
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The Romance of the Three Kingdoms 

The Battle at 
the Red Giff 

Fourth of six parts 



After taking more than 100,000 arrows from Cao Cao’s soldiers, Zhou Yu congratulates Zhuge 
Liang with a banquet. 


T wo days later, Zhou Yu’s scouts 
reported the deaths of Cai Mao 
and Zhang Yun. Zhou Yu was 
very happy to hear the news 
because Cai Mao and Zhang Yun had lived 
near the Yangtze River and were very familiar 
with naval warfare. That is why Zhou Yu had 
plotted to have the two killed. 

Lu Su came to congratulate Zhou Yu. 
Zhou Yu said, “The only one who could 
have seen through my plot is Zhuge Liang. 
Go and test him.” 

Lu Su paid a visit to Zhuge Liang. He 
congratulated Lu Su, but Lu Su pretended 
to know nothing about the news. 

Zhuge Liang said,“Now that Cai Mao 
and Zhang Yun are dead, Cao Cao’s navy 
won’t be a threat to Wu Kingdom. Zhou Yu 
knew he could use the gullible Jiang Gan 
to trick Cao Cao. Although Cao Cao was 
deceived at first, he must have soon realized 
the truth.” 

Zhuge Liang exhorted Lu Su, “Please, 
never tell Zhou Yu that I have seen through 
his plot; otherwise, I will get into trouble.” 
Lu Su agreed. But Lu Su told Zhou Yu 


that Zhuge Liang had figured out the trick. 

The next day, Zhou Yu asked Zhuge Liang 
to talk to him. He asked Zhuge Liang if he 
could make 100,000 arrows in 10 days. 

Zhuge Liang replied, “I need only three 
days to make the arrows.” 

Zhou Yu called the army secretary and 
signed a contract with Zhuge Liang. 

Zhuge Liang said, “Starting tomorrow, in 
three days send 500 soldiers to the river bank 
to get the arrows.” 

Then, Lu Su was instructed by Zhou Yu 
to watch Zhuge Liang’s response. 

Zhuge Liang complained to Lu Su, “I told 
you not to tell Zhou Yu but you did. This has 
caused me great trouble.” 

Lu Su replied, “It was not my fault. You 
created your own trouble.” 

Then, Zhuge Liang asked Lu Su to provide 
him 20 boats, 600 soldiers, some black cloth 
and some straw. 

Lu Su provided the soldiers, boats, black 
cloth and straw. Zhuge Liang asked the 
soldiers to wrap the boats in the black cloth 
and set up scarecrows on the both sides of 
each boat. He assigned 30 soldiers to each 


boat and instructed them to wait for further 
orders. 

Two days passed, but still Zhuge Liang 
waited. In the early morning of the third day, 
Zhuge Liang invited Lu Su to ride in a boat 
with him. Zhuge Liang ordered the soldiers 
to connect the 20 boats with rope, and then 
they sailed toward the north bank of the 
Yangtze River. It was so foggy on the river 
the soldiers could hardly see each other, even 
standing face to face. 

Zhuge Liang ordered the boats to speed up 
and then drank some wine with Lu Su inside. 
Lu Su was very nervous, as he had no idea 
what Zhuge Liang was going to do. 

By daybreak, they were approaching Cao 
Cao’s camp. Zhuge Liang directed the 20 
boats to sail in a line with the bows facing west 
and sterns east. He then ordered the soldiers 
to beat their drums and shout loudly. 

Hearing the noise of drums and shouting 
coming from the river, Cao Cao’s soldiers 
reported to Cao Cao. Cao Cao figured that if 
Zhou Yu’s forces were attacking in such foggy 
weather, they were intending to ambush his 
navy. He ordered all his soldiers to stay inside 
the camp and asked the archers to shoot 


the attacking enemies on the river. When 
the scarecrows on one side of the boats had 
received enough arrows, Zhuge Liang ordered 
the soldiers to turn the 20 boats around so 
the scarecrows on the other side of the boats 
would receive the arrows. 

In the morning when the fog had almost 
dispersed, Zhuge Liang ordered his soldiers 
to sail back. Lu Su praised Zhuge Liang and 
asked him how he had predicted the fog. 

Zhuge Liang replied, “How can a man be 
a general without knowledge of meteorology 
and geography? Zhou Yu asked me to make 
100,000 arrows in 10 days. It is obvious that 
he wanted to find an excuse to kill me. You 
see, he cannot deceive me.” 

Arriving at the south bank of the river, 
they saw the 500 soldiers waiting for them as 
Zhou Yu had promised. Zhuge Liang asked 
them to take the arrows out of the boats and 
count them. All together they had more than 
100,000 arrows. 

Lu Su went back to the camp first and 
told Zhou Yu all about how Zhuge Liang had 
gotten the arrows using boats and scarecrows. 
Zhou Yu was so astonished he put aside his 
scheme to kill Zhuge Liang. 


When words fail, use idioms... 


Hokkien style (30) 

By Eleanor Tan 

Hokkien, on the tongues of Tsinoys, has grown and evolved, taking 
on a life of its own. Sometimes words simply fail us. With some 
creativity, Tsinoys have strung together words to form colorful 
phrases that simply hit the bulls eye. Here are some expressions unique to 
Hokkien as favored by Tsinoys. 



D D 

kao kuai 

monkey trick 

clever trick 

D D D D 

bo bing sio tsoot 

unnamed low- 
ranking soldier 

not known to anyone 

D D D 

tua su-e sian 

big and small 
person 

brothers-in-law 
(wives are sisters) 

D D D D 

k'ao pe k’ao bu 

crying father 
crying mother 

incessant complaints 

D D D D 

bo tP bo tu-e 

no sky no ground 

making too many 
requests 
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That evening, Zhou Yu congratulated 
Zhuge Liang with a banquet. During the 
banquet, Zhou Yu said, “Yesterday, Sun Quan 
urged me to begin the attack on Cao Cao 
soon. It will not be easy to attack Cao Cao 
since his camp is heavily guarded. I have a 
plan, but I am not sure if it will work or not. 
I want to ask you, Zhuge Liang, to make a 
decision for me.” 

Zhuge Liang said, “Don’t say anything. 
Write your idea on your palm, and I will do 
the same. Then we can see if we have the same 
idea or not.” 

Zhou Yu agreed and asked for brushes 
and ink. Then each man wrote something 
on his palm. 

They both laughed when they showed each 
other the characters written in their palms. 
Each had written in their character for “fire.” 

Zhou Yu said, “Since we both have the 
same idea, it must be the right one. But we 
cannot reveal it to anyone else.” 

Zhuge Liang said, “Of course not! This is 
our most precious secret!” 

Several days later, Cai Mao’s younger 
brothers Cai He and Cai Zhong crossed the 
river with 500 soldiers to surrender to Zhou 
Yu. When they saw Zhou Yu, they knelt down 
and cried, “Our elder brother was killed by 
Cao Cao for no reason. We come to surrender 
to you in order to take revenge on Cao Cao.” 

Zhou Yu was glad to hear this and sent 
them to serve under his general Gan Ning. 

Zhou Yu told Gan Ning secretly, “Cai 
He and Cai Zhong came to surrender to us 
without their families, so they don’t really 
want to surrender. They must be spying for 
Cao Cao. I want to turn Cao Cao’s trick 
against him by using Cai He and Cai Zhong 
to pass false information to him. Watch them 
carefully, but don’t let them know anything 
about my plan.” 

The same evening. General Huang Gai 
from Wu Kingdom came to Zhou Yu and 
suggested a fire attack on Cao Cao’s camp. 
Zhou Yu said, “I am thinking about the details 
of a fire attack. Since the enemy camp is on the 
other side of the river, we must have someone 
make a false surrender to Cao Cao first, and 
then we can make our fire attack on their 
fleet. That is why I am using Cai Zhong and 
Cai He to pass false information to Cao Cao. 
But nobody wants to make false surrender to 
Cao Cao now.” 

Huang Gai said bravely, “I will do it!” (p 
To be continued 


Source: A Pictorial Series of The Ten Greatest 
Chinese Literature Classics (D D D D D D 
D D D D D D ), vol. 8. Hilit Publishing Co. 

Ltd. (DDDDDDDDDDDD )J990. 
Illustrations by Dai Dunbang (D D D ), Luo 
Xixian (D D D ) and Wang Chonggui (D D D )■ 



Zhuge Liang’s soldiers connect the 20 boats with rope and sail toward the north bank of 
the Yangtze River. 
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Cai Mao’s younger brothers Cai He and Cai Zhong and 
some 500 soldiers surrender to Zhou Yu. 
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SKY BURIAL 

(from p. 16) 

degenerates to that of the ordinary corpse - 
frail, pale and cold. 

After hearing the news, my filming team 
seemed to have lost interest in the Tibetan 
medicine story. We were bored with our 
current story and wanted the more exciting 
one. Not surprisingly, we were flatly denied 
and Dr. Dorjee left. 

I have always had a strange affinity with 
death and dying. My first encounter was the 
demise of a close friend in Manila shortly 
after Christmas in 2006. I sobbed for two 
hours after receiving the call, not because 
of my friend’s passing but mainly because 
I realized that everyone around me will 
die sooner or later. At 18, I was inspired to 
uncover something bigger behind the issue 
of death. 

In university, I went through numerous 
anthropological and psychological books 
on the subject, immersing myself in other 
people and their cultures that relate to death. 
However, I distanced myself from university 
acquaintances who talked about existential¬ 
ist topics - to which death and dying is a 
perfect issue. 

I also shied away from my professors who 
would probably have asked me to write a 
20,000-word doctoral thesis on it. 

By 2015,1 had traveled twice via 12-hour 
long bus rides in the inlands of Sichuan, 
China. In Larong Gar, a few miles from its 
village center, sky burial is still practiced until 
today. It is a custom whereby the corpse, with 
the consent of the living relatives, is chopped 
into pieces and fed to the vultures, meta¬ 
phorically “burying the body into the sky.” 

There were around 12 corpses up for 
offering during my stay there: the corpse of 
a monk, a few infants and the rest middle- 
aged men. 

I was strolling around Larong Gar the 
day before when I heard about it and asked 
around, as I did not want to miss this chance. 

My guide was a lady cook who exhibited 
disgust while telling me how to get there. “I 
have been cooking for 15 years here and I 
never thought of going there. Eww, thinking 
of it gives me goosebumps!” 

The sky burial place was well constructed. 
I assumed the Chinese government took 
charge of the construction for tourist pur¬ 
poses. Resembling a small theater, it perfectly 
balanced the privacy needed by the relatives 
of the deceased whilst allowing onlookers to 
watch the event from a respectful distance. 
Monks and nuns served as ushers between 
the audience and the burial area. 

I arrived an hour early for the event, and 
there were already a hundred people wait¬ 
ing. Arriving onlookers would pass through 
a series of sculptures of skeletons, the hells. 



Behind the author is the famed Kathok Monastery and meditation huts. 



A sculpture of skeletons. 


heavens and the in-between states. In the 
center stood a 20-foot tall cement face of 
Yamantaka, or Lord of Death in Buddhist 
cosmology. People squat to enter his gaping 
mouth and touch the upper part with their 
saliva-moistened finger. It must be a blessing. 

The sun was bright at midday. Were it not 
for the cold mountain winds, I was sure the 
theater would be less packed. Ten minutes 


before the bodies were brought in, 
the vultures started to land on a 
nearby grassland. They flew in not 
individually, but by throngs, until 
around 300 huge vultures waited, 
pecking at each other. 

To put this in proper context, I 
need to discuss karma, rebirth and 
enlightenment briefly. In Buddhism, 
the goal is to purify our negative 
karma, to help generate positive 
karma and to exhaust all karma. 

Karma is Sanskrit for action. 
Phala is the forgotten son of Karma, 
and it means effect. For any positive 
or negative intention and action 
done, a respective result will have to 
arise. Wishing ""ma-karma ka sana 
on someone who stole from us or 
slandered us? A Nepali monk would 
probably shake his head in disbelief 
and just smile. 

Hence, rebirth. Rebirth sounds 
peculiar to many people and I am 
not in a position to debate. By ex¬ 
tension, rebirth is a direct result of 
karma. If the actions today do not 
ripen today, it will have to ripen 
tomorrow. 

The same mathematical principle 
applies to lifetimes. Enlightenment 
is when all karmas, positive and 
negative, are exhausted, when the sense of ego 
is cut to the root. It is a state of unending bliss. 
For the minority group of spiritual adepts, 
exhausting all karmas is the goal. 

Therefore, sky burial has two purposes. It is 
a means to generate good karma for the soul 
of the deceased. By undergoing this “last act 
of selfless generosity,” much of the soul’s bad 
karma is purified. 


It is considered a very noble act because we 
usually cling to our bodies very strongly, even 
after death. We want a mausoleum built, and 
if we had the means, beautiful and well-visited 
like the Taj Mahal or the Pyramids. So, to 
give away something so precious reverses a 
lot of self-centered negative karma and cuts 
a lot of ego. 

The second purpose of the public burial 
is for the living to meditate on one’s own 
imminent death. This is one of the Bud¬ 
dhist practices that I feel the most affinity 
to. The meditation is not meant to create 
an artificial stoicism towards death. On the 
contrary, it is to soften us to the very core 
of our being. 

Finally, one by one, the bodies were 
brought in. Each was wrapped in a sack, car¬ 
ried on the back or by two people on a stick 
hung across their shoulders. Some sacks were 
stained with blood. 

After final prayers done in the Larong Gar 
temple, people entered. More than a hundred 
onlookers, young and old, chanted the mantra 
of Kuan Yin Ma with an eerie melody. “Om 
Mani Padma Huuuuuung Hriiiiiiiiii.” 

Kids clung to the fence, trying to get a 
clearer view; I clung right along with them. 

The burial masters drew the curtains 
between us and the arena, and they sliced and 
chopped the corpses. They first cut the scalp 
of hair and threw it aside. I saw the knots fly 
above the curtains. 

That explained the yellow cylindrical pillar 
not far from us, with the top level containing 
some black material. These are the hair knots 
of all those who have gone before. 

The stench started to permeate the place. 
Like in Disneyland’s “Jurrasic Park” 4D ride, 
the cold gusts of wind made sure everyone 
here had a 4D-experience as well. 


Tul^ FORTNIGHTLY | October 18-31, 2016 | 15 





Overview of the Larong Gar; in the center is the temple where the deceased are prayed over. 


At the top of this cylindrical 
pillar are hair knots of the 
corpses fed to the vultures. 


Almost immediately, I heard someone a few feet 
away throwing up. Half an hour passed. Once in a 
while, I heard the sound of knife hacking thick flesh, 
and seeing the hand of the burial master scattering the 
flesh. Scattering made it easier for the birds, and made 
the meditation on death more real for the onlookers. 

The vultures hopped nearer and nearer to the 
arena, until a few popped their heads into the cur¬ 
tains. Two male relatives shooed them away. 

It was time. The burial masters dragged the 
curtains back and the throng of vultures quickly 
swarmed the arena, leaving only a few seconds for 
us to witness the bodies. The relatives quietly 
left the scene. It was the end of the “show.” 

After another half an hour, I could see the 
skeletons in between fighting vultures. One 
burial master resumed his work by crushing 
the skeletons and mixing it with some concoc¬ 
tion, then resumed feeding it to the vultures. 

I left squinting from the punishing 2 p.m. 
sun, still processing what I had witnessed. I 
could not help but remember the monk in the 
thukdam state. They all ended up dead, but all 
reacted differently to it. 

Unfortunately, most people I have met 
fail to get past the politics, the bickering and 
the rumors about the Tibetans (like how the 


Tibetans were once pawns of 
the CIA). Even more unfortu¬ 
nate, the remaining ones who 
do get past those get stuck at 
what Buddhism is already 
too popular for: mysticism, 
vegetarianism, spacing out 
and leaving worldly responsi¬ 
bilities to chill on top of hills. 

Believe me, they are not cult fanatics who look 
forward to death. They are also far from the self- 
immolating monks we often hear about in the news. 
They have sacred vows and commitments not to 
commit suicide or to brag their inner realizations 
whilst still alive. 

Cultures deal with death and after ife differently. 
This sky burial ritual is a new experience I have yet 
to understand. (P 

The author is an MA graduate of Social Anthropo¬ 
logy and Psychology from the University of St. Andrews 
in Europe. 
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S ome parts of this article may sound mystical: this is not my intention. 

As All Souls Day is fast approaching, anything mystical-sounding 
should not be taken lightly. 

In 2013, while filming a documentary on Tibetan medicine in 
India, our protagonist Dr. Dorjee had to leave abruptly - he was 
requested by a very high-ranking lama (Buddhist master) to help a team of 
Western doctors and scientists investigate the phenomenon called thukdam 
in connection with a recently deceased monk. As a Tibetan doctor familiar 
with Western methods of inquiry, he was invited to corroborate the findings. 

Thukdam is a high form of meditative state entered into by deceased master 
practitioners whereby the body is clinically dead, but stays in an upright seating 
position, with the heart still warm and the skin remaining supple. 

It usually lasts between three days to a month. The body should be left 
undisturbed while in this state, as the “consciousness” is believed to remain 
in it to complete higher meditative states to enlightenment. 

When consciousness leaves, it is said that the body finally loses life. It 


View from the 
fence. A throng 
of vultures 
swarm the 
arena. 
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The Yamantaka face 
at the center of the 
arena. The faithful go in 
through the mouth. 

































































































